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Final Session:  Facilitated Group Discussion 
 

After the roundtable session, the Forum ended with a final open discussion session.  
This initially focused mostly on dioxins and other constituents of concern in emissions 
from thermal technologies, with some discussion on economics and the intertwined 
issues of facility size/scale and centralization/decentralization.  But it also veered 
heavily into the issue of how to get "toxics" out of products in the first place, so that 
contaminants would be less of a concern regardless of what technology is used to 
manage the material.  This led to discussion of "green chemicals policy" (an issue 
that is being debated in the legislature), packaging mandates, and 
manufacturer/producer responsibility. 
 
The issue of toxicity in the waste stream was first raised by Ms. Williams in the 
context of constituents in the waste stream that would be emitted from a CT process 
or lead to the formation of other chemical emissions from that process.  Many 
stakeholders were very interested in the issue of reducing toxicity in the waste 
stream.  One asked how the waste stream can be changed and noted that this is 
where producer responsibility comes into play.  Similarly, another person stated the 
need to look at the front end of the product cycle in order to eliminate constituents 
that will otherwise have to be dealt with later, and that the CIWMB should focus on 
this in its next conference.  Yet another said that in taking new approaches to 
remove toxicity from waste stream, we need to outreach to youth about the 
problem.  Mr. Seldman again noted the ongoing green chemicals policy debate, and 
stated that organics are banned from landfill disposal in 26 states.  One audience 
member contended that some environmentalists are providing incorrect information 
about dioxin emissions. 
 
A specific example of the toxicity issue was raised regarding PBDE:  Participants 
noted that there is a lot of penta and octa PBDE in products and the environment 
and asked what should be done with this?  Ms. Williams responded that there is more 
than 1 pound in every household, and that some manufacturers such as Volvo have 
taken steps to remove all PBDE out of their products.  Some stakeholders noted that 
some CT processes will destroy penta and octa PBDE which would otherwise remain 
in the waste stream remain if landfilled, while others countered that burning 
processes will create brominated dioxin, which is just as bad as chlorinated dioxin.  
Helmut Schnurer noted that penta and octa PBDE are prohibited in products in 
Europe, and that deca PBDE is covered by the ROHS{?}, but that a United Kingdom 
study showed no risk for deca PBDE.  Recycling advocates noted that if persistent 
organic pollutants are not destroyed in recycling, then that is a barrier to safe and 
effective recycling.  There was related discussion about the impact of toxicity on the 
economics of recycling.  One stakeholder contended that while recycling is a great 
goal, it is not always economical partly because of toxics issues, and it is very 
difficult to change the waste stream.  One person urged less use of packaging, which 
can contain such pollutants, and that an upfront fee be instituted to pay for 
packaging material to be recycled. 



 
Another key theme was the issue of transparency.  There were two aspects to this, 
the first about revealing the self-interests of those on either side of debates about 
CTs and secondly about the need to provide readily accessible information to the 
interested public.  One stakeholder agreed on the need for transparency, but felt that 
some groups were using selected pieces of data to make processes look bad and 
support their own agenda.  He asked why certain environmental groups do not 
identify their funding source or who was on their board, and contended that this was 
not consistent with the principles they were espousing for CT facilities.  Another 
stakeholder stated that we need to look at who is funding groups that oppose CTs, 
and then get the truth to the Legislature.  In response, one stakeholder responded 
that he is not being funded by anyone and contended that if proponents provide the 
proper information, a project will have a better chance of going through.  He also 
suggested that there should be a URL-like third-party group paid by the state to 
provide unbiased review of specific CT proposals.  Regarding the issue of providing 
information to the public, Dr. Schnurer noted that this was very important, including 
holding public hearings and sending out draft material beforehand.  The Los Angeles 
County representative indicated that all county meetings are held under the 
framework of the Brown Act, including being posted online and providing notice to 
the media.  The Romoland representative invited interested parties, such as the 
Sierra Club, to visit the Romoland facility when it is operating to view actual 
emissions testing. 
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