Tier 1 Annual HAZWOPER Refresher Training
Case Study

The Situation:

An active solid waste landfill in your jurisdiction had amajor collapse of a closed face on Friday, March
14" at 3:00pm. The collapse was adjacent to an active cell and two heavy equipment operators were
injured asaresult. A bull dozer operator sank into the subsurface about 7 feet, but he escaped with
minor cuts and bruises. Nearby adump truck driver suffered a concussion when his head hit the side
window of the cab when histruck suddenly slid 15 feet down the active cell.

The landfill manager activated the facility response plan and rescue crews safely retrieved the two
workers. However, during the rescue, they noted aromatic odors emanating from the collapsed area.
One of the rescue crew, who once worked at a hazardous waste landfill, swears that the odors were from
hazardous materials and mentioned this fact during an interview with aloca news station that arrived on
scene within 30 minutes of the incident.

The landfill collapse quickly generated much interest from news media, environmental activists, and
local politicians who were anxious to know why this incident occurred, how the landfill will be repaired
and when. Naturally they are especially interested in the “hazardous waste.” The hazardous waste issue
isfueled by rumors that the landfill had been illegally accepting hazardous waste, e-waste, other
forbidden materials for years.

Because of the publicity, your manager has dispatched you and a colleague to the scene at 4:10pm to
conduct an inspection of the situation. In the briefing with your manager, heistense and brief. He
states that he want “photographs of the collapse and information about the presence of theillegal
wastes.” He then gives you the facility file which is sparse but has and aeria photograph (below) Y ou
and your colleague grab your gear and head to the landfill, about a 35 minute drive from the office.

While driving to the scene, you both start to discuss the situation with excitement and hesitation. About
10 minutes from the landfill gate you realize that this could be a serious health and safety issue,
especially since you had your 40-hour HAZWOPER course many years ago. However, your colleague
reminds you that the basic topics are covered every year in the 8-hour HAZWOPER refresher that the
CIWMB’s LEA Training program provided—thank goodness for the CIWMB! Y ou both discuss how
to conduct your job safely and arrive on-scene with renewed confidence that you can safely complete
your tasks.



Instructions:
Find a partner and answer provide written answers to the following:

1)
2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

8)

9)

10)

11)

12)

13)

14)

Identify the primary hazards associated with conducting your tasks at the incident.
Identify any other potential hazards.

List the instruments, if any, that you would use during this type of inspection. Describe the purpose
of the instrument and provide the action levels for each instrument.

What, if any, personal protective equipment should you use during the inspection?

Discuss the decontamination procedures that you will implement if you encounter hazardous
materials.

Isthere a potential for a confined space entry? Why or why not? If thereis a potential for confined
space, then what procedures will you follow?

If one of you isinjured during the inspection, who are your emergency contacts and what are their
phone numbers?

Do you need a site safety officer (SSO)? If yes, who is that person? What qualifications are
required for a SSO?

If OSHA wereto arrive on-scene and request to see your certifications for the work that you are
conducting what would you provide?

Describe the major steps to complete the inspection. The description should be sufficient to be
used as amini work plan.

Describe your emergency plan.

After you complete the inspection, a newspaper reporter asks you questions about your findings.
What should you tell the reporter?

Y our colleague stumbles during the inspection and braces his fall with his hand thus receiving a
small oneinch long cut on the pam. It isnot very deep with minimal blood. What, if any, are your
actions?

Describe other relevant health and safety issues that you feel are pertinent to you conducting the
inspection in this type of situation.



