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Chapter 3.
Minimum Standards for Solid Waste Handling and Disposal

Article 3.
Emergency Waiver of Standards

§ 17210.2
Purpose and Limitation of Emergency Waiver.
   (a) An emergency waiver may only be issued when there has been a proclamation of a state of emergency or local emergency, as those terms are defined in this Article.
   (b) An EA may approve and issue a waiver for the express purpose of enabling an operator of an existing permitted solid waste facility or, a locally-approved temporary transfer or processing site, or a locally-approved temporary compostable material handling activity, to accept disaster debris and other nonhazardous wastes, in a manner not consistent with the terms and conditions of the relevant solid waste facilities permit or applicable state minimum standards, during the recovery phase of a state of emergency or local emergency.
   (c) The waiver may apply to specified state minimum solid waste standards or a specific term or condition of a solid waste facilities permit at an existing solid waste facility or, a locally-approved temporary transfer or processing site, or a locally-approved temporary compostable material handling activity, which are related to the following: the origin of waste; the rate of inflow for storage, transfer, processing, or disposal of waste; the type and moisture content of solid waste; the hours of facility operation; and the storage time before transfer, processing, or disposal of nonhazardous waste.
   (d) The effective period of an initial waiver, once granted by the EA, shall not exceed 120 days. Upon receipt of the reports required in section 17210.5, the EA may extend the effective period of a waiver, as necessary, to assist in the recovery from an emergency.
   (e) All other state minimum standards and permit conditions which are not the subject of the waiver shall remain in effect.
   (f) A waiver may be modified, canceled, or revoked by the EA without advance notice should the EA determine that any of the following occurs:
   (1) The use of such a waiver will cause or contribute to a public health and safety or environmental problem;
   (2) The terms of the waiver are not being used expressly to handle the state of emergency or local emergency and are not in the best interest of the public health and safety;

   (3) The waiver is no longer necessary;

   (4) The solid waste facility operator is not utilizing disaster debris diversion programs to the extent feasible.

NOTE: Authority cited: Sections 40502 and 43035, Public Resources Code. Reference: Sections 4300240002, 43020, 43021 and 43035, Public Resources Code.

§ 17210.4
Granting an Emergency Waiver.
   (a) The EA may grant a waiver during a proclamation of emergency upon making the following findings:
   (1) If the waiver is for an existing permitted solid waste facility Tthe operator applying for the waiver holds a valid solid waste facilities permit;
   (2) The waiver will not pose a threat to public health and safety or the environment;

   (3) The operator identifies and implements, to the extent feasible, diversion programs to maximize diversion through reuse, recycling, or composting of disaster-related waste.

   (b) Within 7 days of receipt of the solid waste facility operator's request for a waiver, the EA shall notify the solid waste facility operator in writing whether or not the request for waiver has been granted. If the proposed waiver is not granted, the EA's notification shall contain reasons for the denial. The solid waste facility operator may reapply for the waiver at a later date or submit necessary documentation to receive the waiver immediately.

NOTE:  Authority cited:  Sections 40502 and 43035, Public Resources Code. Reference:  Sections 40002, 43020, 43021 and 43035, Public Resources Code.

Chapter 3.1.
Compostable Materials Handling Operations and Facilities Regulatory Requirements

Article 2.
Regulatory Tiers for Composting Operations and Facilities

§ 17855.2.
Prohibitions.
   (a) The composting of unprocessed mammalian tissue, including but not limited to, flesh, organs, hide, blood, bone and marrow is prohibited, except when from the food service industry, grocery stores, or residential food scrap collection, or as part of a research composting operation for the purpose of obtaining data on pathogen reduction or other public health, animal health, safety, or environmental concern, in accordance with section 17862.  Carcasses of animals with any contagious disease shall not be composted, unless approved in writing by the California Department of Food and Agriculture, Division of Animal Industry.
   (b) The composting of medical waste is prohibited.

   (c) The composting of hazardous waste is prohibited.

NOTE: Authority cited: Sections 40502, 43020 and 43021, Public Resources Code. Reference: Sections 43020 and 43021, Public Resources Code.

§ 17862.
Research Composting Operations. 
   (a) An operator conducting research composting operations shall not have more than 5,000 cubic-yards of feedstock, additives, amendments, chipped and ground material, and compost on-site at any one time, and shall comply with the EA Notification requirements set forth in Title 14, California Code of Regulations, Division 7, Chapter 5.0, Article 3.0 (commencing with section 18100), except as otherwise provided by this Chapter.
   (b) An operator conducting research composting operations utilizing within-vessel processing, may exceed 5,000 cubic-yards of feedstock, additives, amendments, chipped and ground material and compost, if the EA determines that such increased volume will not pose additional risk to the public health, safety and the environment.
   (c) In addition to the EA Notification requirements set forth in Title 14, California Code of Regulations, Division 7, Chapter 5.0, Article 3.0, section 18103.1 (a)(3), the operator shall provide a description of the research to be performed, research objectives, methodology/protocol to be employed, data to be gathered, analysis to be performed, how the requirements of this subchapter will be met, and the projected timeframe for completion of the research operation.
   (d) The EA Notification for a research composting operation shall be reviewed after each two-year period of operation.  Review criteria shall include the results and conclusions drawn from the research.
   (e) Research composting operations that will be using unprocessed mammalian tissue as a feedstock for the purpose of obtaining data on pathogen reduction or other public health, animal health, safety, or environmental protection concern, shall satisfy the following additional requirements:

   (1) Unprocessed mammalian tissue used as feedstock shall be generated from on-site agricultural operations, and all products derived from unprocessed mammalian tissue shall be beneficially used on-site.
   (2) The operator shall prepare, implement and maintain a site-specific, research composting operation site security plan.  The research composting site security plan shall include a description of the methods and facilities to be employed for the purpose of limiting site access and preventing the movement of unauthorized material on to or off of the site.
   (3) The EA Notification for the research composting operation using unprocessed mammalian tissue as feedstock and documentation of additional requirements of this section shall be reviewed after each six month period of operation.
   (f) The operator shall submit all additional documentation required by subsections (c) and (e)(2) to the EA with the EA Notification and prior to the composting of any feedstock. The EA shall determine that the EA Notification for research composting operations is complete and correct only if the additional documentation requirements of this section have been met.

NOTE: Authority cited: Sections 40502, 43020 and 43021, Public Resources Code. Reference: Sections 43020 and 43021, Public Resources Code.

Article 6.
Composting Operating Standards

§ 17867.
General Operating Standards.

   (a) All compostable materials handling operations and facilities shall meet the following requirements:

   (1) The composting of mammalian flesh, organs, unprocessed hide, blood, bone, and marrow is prohibited, except when from the residential sector or food service industry. Carcasses of animals with any contagious disease shall not be composted, unless approved in writing by the California Department of Food and Agriculture, Division of Animal Industry, All handling activities are prohibited from composting any material specified in section 17855.2 of this Chapter.

   (2) All handling activities shall be conducted in a manner that minimizes vectors, odor impacts, litter, hazards, nuisances, and noise impacts; and minimizes human contact with, inhalation, ingestion, and transportation of dust, particulates, and pathogenic organisms.

   (3) Random load checks of feedstocks, additives, and amendments for contaminants shall be conducted.

   (4) Contamination of compostable materials that has undergone pathogen reduction, pursuant to section 17868.3 of this Chapter, with feedstocks, compost, or wastes that have not undergone pathogen reduction, pursuant to section 17868.3 of this Chapter, or additives shall be prevented.

   (5) Unauthorized human or animal access to the facility shall be prevented.

   (6) Traffic flow into, on, and out of the composting operation or facility shall be controlled in a safe manner.

   (7) All compostable materials handling operations and facilities, that are open for public business, shall post legible signs at all public entrances. These signs shall include the following information:

   (A) name of the operation or facility,

   (B) name of the operator,

   (C) facility hours of operation,

   (D) materials that will and will not be accepted, if applicable,

   (E) schedule of charges, if applicable, and

   (F) phone number where operator or designee can be reached in case of an emergency.

   (8) The operator shall provide fire prevention, protection and control measures, including, but not limited to, temperature monitoring of windrows and piles, adequate water supply for fire suppression, and the isolation of potential ignition sources from combustible materials. Firelanes shall be provided to allow fire control equipment access to all operation areas.

   (9) The operator shall provide telephone or radio communication capability for emergency purposes.

   (10) Physical Contaminants and refuse removed from feedstock, compost, or chipped and ground material shall be removed from the site within 7 days and transported to an appropriate facility.

   (11) Enclosed operations and facilities shall provide ventilation to prevent adverse public health effects from decomposition gases.

   (12) The operator shall ensure that leachate is controlled to prevent contact with the public.

   (13) The operator shall prevent or remove physical contaminants in compost and chipped and ground materials that may cause injury to humans.

   (14) An attendant shall be on duty during business hours if the operation or facility is open to the public.

NOTE: Authority cited: Sections 40502, 43020 and 43021, Public Resources Code. Reference: Sections 43020 and 43021, Public Resources Code.
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