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CITY OF CLEARLAKE ILLEGAL DISPOSAL SITES

ILLEGAL DISPOSAL SITE CLEANUP GRANT 

LAKE COUNTY

Site Identification and Location: The City of Clearlake (City) Code Enforcement Department has initiated enforcement actions and targeted 41 privately owned parcels for abatement under this proposed cleanup grant. In addition, multiple areas of illegal dumping that are present on the public right-of-way, primarily in a part of the City known as the Chapman Track, are proposed for clean up.

The discarded materials at these sites have become attractive nuisances, as the aspect of “free disposal” and the avoidance of the fee-supported landfill fosters continued dumping. The illegally dumped waste is blight on surrounding properties, neighborhoods, and the community at large. 

The Board previously approved an illegal disposal site cleanup grant for the City in June 2001. Under the 2001 Grant, the City spent just under $183,000 to abate conditions created by solid waste on thirty-one privately owned properties and several City right-of-ways. Under the previous grant 723 tons of solid waste were removed to landfills, 29 tons of metal were recycled, 4 tons of tires were removed, and 2,600 pounds of incidental hazardous waste were properly disposed. The City Code Enforcement Department reports that there has been no repeat dumping at any of the sites cleaned up with past grant monies due to regular monitoring by both the Code Enforcement Department and Police Department. Through the use of a City ordinance, third party liens identifying the Board as recipient were placed as a guarantee of cost recovery at the time of tax payment or transfer of ownership. In addition to the thirty-one properties cleaned with the 2001 grant monies, owners cleaned twenty-seven other parcels under the threat of cost recovery.
Proposed Remediation Project: The City will contract with a local construction/demolition firm to demolish vandalized, dilapidated, and/or abandoned structures and remove solid waste materials for proper disposal. Metal items (e.g., abandoned vehicles and appliances), waste tires, and household hazardous waste will be removed for proper recycling/disposal. The installation of fencing or other barriers to prevent unauthorized property access will discourage continued dumping. 

Site Prioritization:  Due to the proximity of neighborhoods and residences to affected properties proposed for this grant, the prioritization category is A1. Based on Board approved policy adopted December 1998, Priority A1 is a confirmed condition of pollution or nuisance from solid waste based on comparison with state minimum standards, with residents within 1,000 feet.

In addition, the grant application was evaluated and scored using the process and scoring criteria that were approved by the Board in June 2003.  The average score received by the grant proposal was 82, which exceeds the required minimum score of 60.

Grant Funds Requested:  $492,800.

Enforcement Actions and Cost Recovery: The City Code Enforcement Department has obtained all necessary abatement orders through the City Council. Each individual property owner has been notified of the pending abatement projects. The Code Enforcement Department will use the abatement orders to perform any needed testing, engineering services, cleanup activities, and installation of security measures once abatement is complete. After completion of abatement activities, a hearing will be held to place third party liens on each of the privately owned properties. The lien will insure cost recovery of grant monies at the time of tax payment or transfer of ownership.

CEQA:  Compliance with CEQA requirements have been met with a Notice of Exemption filed by the City.

Support:  Staff received a letter of support from State Senator Wesley Chesbro.

Opposition:  Staff had not received any written opposition at the time this item was submitted for publication.

