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January 31, 2003

In September 2002, Governor Davis signed AB 2308 into law. This bill changed what is counted as waste disposal.  Since each jurisdiction is required to achieve and maintain 50% diversion and diversion is measured indirectly as disposal reduction, this affects jurisdictions’ diversion rates.  The bill excludes inert waste (rock, concrete, brick, sand, soil, ceramics and cured asphalt) sent to three Board-permitted inert facilities from disposal starting in 2001.   The three Board-permitted inert facilities are Cal Mat Reliance Pit #2, Nu-way and Peck Road landfills, all located in Los Angeles County.  

To assist jurisdictions in calculating their diversion rates for 2001, all jurisdictions that sent inert material to the three Board-permitted inert facilities in 2001 have received an adjustment to their 2001 disposal tons excluding this material.  In addition, for jurisdictions that included tonnage sent to these three Board-permitted inert facilities in their base year, Board staff has deducted up to the 2001 amount disposed at the three facilities from the base year.  Using this method, no jurisdiction’s diversion rate has been lowered.

In November, Board staff held a workshop discussing the impact of AB 2308 on jurisdiction disposal and diversion rates.  A table was distributed showing the amount of inert disposal to be deducted from 2001 disposal and each jurisdiction’s base year. Because data necessary for calculating diversion rates was not available at that time, the table did not show the impact on jurisdiction diversion rates. Attached you will find an updated version of that table showing the impact of these changes on 2001 preliminary diversion rates.  It is important to note that the table includes new base year amounts approved by the Board through January 2003 and that the preliminary rates do not reflect any 2001 disposal corrections submitted with a jurisdiction’s annual report.

This bill also provides an opportunity for the Board to consider how inert materials should count during development of the Construction and Demolition Waste Disposal (Phase II) regulations.  The bill does not pre-determine the outcome of the Construction and Demolition Waste Disposal (Phase II) regulations.  If the Board determines that inert waste at these facilities, and any other similar facilities in the state, should be required to obtain a Board disposal permit to address health and safety issues, the provisions of this bill would sunset the following January.

If you have any questions regarding these changes, please contact your Office of Local Assistance representative.
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The energy challenge facing California is real. Every Californian needs to take immediate action to reduce energy consumption. For a list of simple ways you can reduce demand and cut your energy costs, see our Web site at http://www.ciwmb.ca.gov/ 
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