California Integrated Waste Management Board

Board Meeting
March 23-24, 1999
AGENDA ITEM 3
 ITEM:

Consideration Of A New Solid Waste Facility Permit For The Sacramento Recycling And Transfer Station, Sacramento County

I.
SUMMARY 
Facility Facts:

Name:
Sacramento Recycling And Transfer Station


Facility File No. 
34-AA-0195

Facility Type:
Large Volume Transfer Station and Materials Recover Facility

Area: 
19.5 acres

Setting: 
Heavy Industrial Zoning

Status: 
Proposed, Under Construction 

Tonnage:
1,500 Tons per Day

Owner/Operator: 
BLT Enterprises;  
Contact: Mr. Shawn Gutterson
Designated LEA:
Sacramento County Environmental Management Department; 
Contact: Jim Cermak, Manager

II. PREVIOUS (BOARD OR COMMITTEE) ACTION 

None

III.
OPTIONS FOR THE BOARD OR COMMITTEE 
Requirements for Concurrence with the Solid Waste Facilities Permit: Pursuant to Public Resources Code, Section 44009, the Board has 60 calendar days to concur in or object to the issuance of a Solid Waste Facility Permit. Since the proposed permit for this facility was received on January 27, 1999, the last day the Board could act would be March 28, 1999.  The Board may decide to:

1. Concur in the issuance of the proposed permit as submitted by the LEA;

2. Object to the issuance of the proposed permit as submitted by the LEA;

3. Take no action on the proposed permit as submitted by the LEA.  If the Board chooses this option, the Board shall be deemed to have concurred in the issuance of the proposed permit 60 days after the Board’s receipt of the permit.

IV.
STAFF RECOMMENDATION
Board staff recommends option 1, that the Board concur in the issuance of Solid Waste Facility Permit No. 34-AA-0195.

V.
ANALYSIS 
Background: The objectives of the City of Sacramento in developing the recycling and transfer station are to:

· Increase the city’s ability to achieve the State mandate to divert 50% of its waste by 2000;

· Plan for the future closure of Kiefer Landfill by providing an alternative to local landfilling;

· Provide access to alternatives for long-distance hauling of refuse, such as rail-haul and long-haul transfer by truck, as an alternative to the use of in-county landfills; 

· Reduce county wide solid waste management costs by providing a central location for solid waste transfer and material recovery operations;

· Decrease haul distances for collection trucks.

The site is located at 8491 Fruitridge Road, near the intersection with Florin Perkins Road, in the City of Sacramento, 2 ½ miles southwest of the CIWMB office.  The site is on a parcel zoned “Heavy Industry”.  Adjacent land use includes: 

· Dolans Industrial Buildings to the north;

· Union Pacific Railroad to the north;

· A vacant parcel to the north;

· The Packard Bell Complex to the south;

· Several other industrial facilities located to the west.

Key Issues: The proposed project is the construction and operation of a solid waste transfer station and materials recovery facility (MRF).  The proposed facility will include the following key components:

· Transfer Station

· Material Recovery Facility (MRF)

· Administrative Offices and Visitors Center

· Scales and Scalehouse

· Vehicle and Equipment Maintenance Buildings

· Household Hazardous Waste Collection Facility (including an A.B.O.P. Drop-off)

Waste transfer and processing operations could occur 24 hours per day, seven days per week, depending on the flow of materials into the facility.  The household hazardous waste collection center is anticipated to be open to the public on Fridays and Saturdays from 8:00 a.m. to 
5:00 p.m.

Floor sorters would be used to salvage recyclables and bulky items from the tipping floor area and load them into roll-off boxes or containers to be transported to the MRF, or to a recyclables processor.  At commencement of MRF operations, the facility proposes to achieve a minimum of 15 % diversion of incoming waste, increasing in future years.

Using the transfer tunnel, remaining waste material would be pushed by a loader through the transfer ports into transfer trucks or shipping stationed in the below-grade transfer tunnel.  All transfer operations would occur completely within the proposed building. 

The facility is being constructed adjacent to the Union Pacific Railroad and will be designed to accommodate future rail-haul options.  Should rail-haul be implemented, compaction equipment would be installed to load shopping containers with 30 ton payloads.  As this item was prepared, the City had not yet chosen a long-haul or rail-haul alternative to the Kiefer Landfill.

The proposed design capacity of the entire facility is 1,500 tons per day (TPD).  It is estimated that between 450 and 800 TPD would be delivered to the facility by City collection vehicles and the remaining tonnage would consist of commercial waste and public self-haul waste and recyclable materials.

Fiscal Impacts:  Not applicable 

Findings: Any operator proposing to operate a solid waste facility eligible for a full transfer station permit shall file an application containing the following information:Completed Permit Application Form 

· Report of Facility Information (RFI), 

· CEQA Information      

· A statement that the facility is in compliance with PRC Section 50001.

· Land use and/or conditional use permits

· Owner/operator certification 
The LEA has certified that the permit package is complete and correct, including a statement that the RFI meets the requirements of CCR Section 18221 and a finding that the proposed permit is consistent with and supported by existing CEQA analysis. 
The table on the following page summarizes Board staff's review of the permit package pursuant to the CCR, Title 27, Section 21685:

34-AA-0195

Summary of Board Findings
Accept-able
Unaccept-able
To Be Deter-mined
Not Applic-able
See Details Below
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CoSWMP Conformance (PRC 50000)
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General Plan Conformance (PRC 50000.5)
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Conformance With State Minimum Standards
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RFI Completeness
(





California Environmental Quality Act 
(
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1. County Integrated Waste Management Plan (CIWMP):  The Sacramento CIWMP was approved by the Board on May 27, 1998.   The Non-Disposal Facility Element (NDFE) of the CIWMP has since been amended to include the Sacramento Recycling and Transfer Station.  The Board is expected to concur in the amendment to the NDFE at its March 23, 1999 Board meeting, prior to consideration of the proposed permit. 

2. California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA): State law requires compliance with CEQA either through the preparation, circulation, and adoption/certification of an environmental document and mitigation reporting or monitoring program or by determining that the proposal is categorically or statutorily exempt.


The City of Sacramento, Lead Agency for CEQA, caused to be prepared an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the proposed project (SCH# 98012046).  

Board staff provided comments on August 10, 1998.  The Lead Agency responded to Board staff’s comments on August 31, 1998.  The EIR was approved and certified by the Lead Agency on September 1, 1998 and a Notice of Determination was filed with the County Clerk and the Office of Planning and Research on September 2, 1998.

Mitigation Measures were made a condition of the approval of the project. The proposed mitigation measures have been incorporated into the adopted Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program (MMRP) to prevent the occurrence of any significant adverse effects on the environment from potential impacts related to infectious waste, construction activities, odors, and drainage system capacity.  

Because the impacts of mobile source air emissions could not be mitigated below a level of significance, a Statement of Overriding Considerations was adopted for this project.

Board staff has determined that the EIR is adequate for the Board's evaluation of the proposed project for those project activities which are within this Agency's expertise and/or powers, or which are required to be carried out or approved by the Board.

VI.
FUNDING INFORMATION
Amount Proposed to Fund Item:  Not applicable

Fund Source: Not applicable
Proposed From Line Item:  Not applicable 

Redirection:  Not applicable.

VII. ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Permit


2. Area Map

3. Site Map

4.  Board Resolution No. 1999-126

VIII. CONTACTS

Prepared By:
 Jon Whitehill
Phone:
255-3881

Reviewed By:
 Mary Coyle
Phone:
255- 4175

Reviewed By:
 Don Dier
Phone:
255-2453

Approved By:
 Julie Nauman
Phone:
255-2431

Legal Review:
 ___________________________________
Date/Time:
__________
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