
These materials were developed under the auspices of 
CalRecycle for specific technical training presentations and 
are posted as reference documents for the local government 
and CalRecycle staff who attended this technical training 
series. They are not intended to stand alone as informational 
or training materials. 

If you require assistance in obtaining access to the 
presentations, call the Public Affairs Office at (916) 341-
6300 or Dennis Corcoran at (916) 341-6395.
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The Law

Monterey County Code,  Chapter 
10.41.040 (A):

A person shall not throw or 
deposit, or cause to be thrown or 
deposited, any refuse upon any 
premises whatsoever except at a 
permitted disposal facility.



The Law (cont’d)

California Penal Code 374.3 (A):

It is unlawful to dump or cause to be dumped 
waste matter in or upon a public or private 
highway or road, including any portion of the 
right-of-way thereof, or in or upon private 
property into or upon which the public is 
admitted by easement or license, or upon 
private property without the consent of the 
owner, or in or upon a public park or other 
public property other than property designated 
or set aside for that purpose by the governing 
board or body having charge of that property.



Illegal Dumping Impacts
Health and Safety 

Hazardous Materials – Water/Soil 
Contamination 
Fire - Toxic Environmental Pollutants
Physical Hazard – Personal Injury
Pests and Vectors – Disease Transmission
Agricultural - Food Safety

Cost
MC Public Works Cost From July 2008-June 
2009 was Approximtely $500,000
This Does Not Include Cleanups in Cities or 
MC Health Department Staff Time

Aesthetic 
Tourism and Property Value



Special Wastes at Illegal 
Dump Sites

Medical Waste
Household Hazardous Wastes (HHW)

Motor Oil – Used Oil Program

Universal Waste
E-Waste
Waste Tires



Medical Waste
Sharps

Often Generated 
From Home 
Medication
Should be Stored and 
Disposed of in a 
Sharps Container
Containers are 
Available at Many 
Local Pharmacies 
and Solid Waste 
Facilities
Inform the Public on 
How to Dispose



Household Hazardous Waste

May ignite, be corrosive, explode, or prove toxic 
to living organisms
Examples of these materials include used motor 
oil, TVs, computer monitors, batteries, solvents, 
antifreeze, and paint
MC Health Dept., Hazardous Materials Section, 
CUPA  
Provide Disposal Information (Esp. if Free)
Use local solid waste disposal facilities and 
haulers to help educate



Motor Oil 

FREE Recycling of Used Motor Oil and 
Filters 

40 centers involved as drop-off sites 
Residential curbside collection of motor oil 
and filters 
Monterey County offers oil recycling 
education, technical assistance and service 
implementation assistance
Residents can use local disposal facilities



Universal Waste

Hazardous wastes that are common but pose 
less risk than most other hazardous wastes

Mercury thermostats, batteries, lamps, 
mercury switches, pressure or vacuum 
gauges

Provide Disposal Information (Esp. if Free)
Use local solid waste disposal facilities and 
haulers to help educate



Electronic Waste (E-Waste)

TV screens, Computers and Peripherals, 
Cell Phones
Provide Disposal Information (Esp. if 
Free)
Use local solid waste disposal facilities 
and haulers to help educate



Waste Tires

Tires that can no longer be used on a vehicle
High health hazard – vectors, fire
If 10+ tires (or 200 lbs) are transported:

Must become a registered hauler (State) OR 
hire registered hauler for removal
Pick-ups and deliveries must be manifested 
and records must be kept

Site permit (State) if more than 500 on site
Manage piles – DO NOT WAIT FOR AMNESTY



Provide Options to Report an 
Illegal Dump

Environmental Health - Private Property
Public Works - County Property/Roadside
CalTrans State Property/Roadside
City Public Works
www.keepmontereycountyclean.org
For Hazardous Materials incidents after hours 
or on weekends - non-emergency dispatch 
for the on-call Environmental Health Specialist

http://www.keepmontereycountyclean.org/


Provide Direction for a Dumping 
in Progress

Contact the appropriate police department as 
soon as possible, e.g. California Highway 
Patrol (state highway), Monterey County 
Sheriff’s Department (in county), or a city 
police department.
Record the license plate number and 
description of the vehicle and person(s) 
involved, the date and time of the incident, 
and the exact location. 
Do not approach or contact the person(s) 
involved.



The Role of the Health Dept.
Illegal Dumping Complaint Response
Preparation of Reports of Investigation for the 
District Attorney’s Office
Public Education and Outreach
Participation in the Illegal Dumping and Litter 
Abatement Task Force

Focus on developing activities and programs 
designed to minimize illegal dumping



Illegal Dumping and Litter 
Abatement Task Force

Includes public agencies, private businesses 
and community groups involved in the 
cleanup, investigation, enforcement, or 
disposal of solid waste
Contains subcommittees to develop work 
plans, prepare cost analysis, and identify 
solutions and necessary funding mechanisms
Initiated disposal vouchers, Earth Day 
activities, and the Illegal Dumping Ordinance







Proposed Illegal Dumping 
Ordinance

More Stringent Penalties for Offenders
Currently: $250-$3000/$1,000 – $10,000
Proposed: $1,500-$20,000, plus 
enforcement costs

Reward Program for Reporting Party
50% of penalty
Funds accumulated from fines will be placed 
in an account to be used for the remediation 
of future sites

Establish a Hearing Officer
More timely and efficient case resolution



Desired Results of Ordinance

Act as a Deterrent
Publicize Cases in Which Offenders are Fined
Update Penalty Schedules
Reward Citizens for Playing a Key Role in the 
Legal Process
Enhance and Accelerate Case Resolution



Disposal Voucher Assistance for victims of   
illegal dumping

Free disposal for volunteer 
community cleanup events

Sponsored by the 
Monterey Regional Waste 
Management District and 
the Salinas Valley Solid 
Waste Authority
Cleanups are organized by 
Monterey County Public 
Works and Environmental  
Health



Volunteer Information

Adopt-A-Highway (CalTrans)
Adopt-A-Road (Monterey County Public 
Works)
Create Your Own Cleanup Event (Env. 
Health)



Participant Agreement
Participants are Responsible for Their 
Own Safety and Behavior

Agree to hold County harmless for injuries 
arising out of inappropriate action of 
nonconformance to safety requirements

No County Supervision or Traffic Control
Group Leader

One adult per five minors
Conduct safety briefings
Ensure participants have proper equipment



Participant Agreement (II)
All participants (or parents) must sign
Work during Daylight
Stop if inclement weather
Wear PPE and Return all borrowed PPE to 
Public Works
Obtain materials from Coordinator

PPE, Bags, Schedules

Designate a group representative and 
alternate
No one less that 11 years of age
Proper Parking of Vehicles (Carpool is best)



Safety Items
Personal Protective Equipment (PPE)

Hats, Vests, Gloves, Bags, Tongs, Enclosed 
Shoes with Ankle Support, Long Pants, 
Light Colored Clothing, Long Sleeves
WEAR AT ALL TIMES

Traffic Cones
Water, Sunscreen, Snacks
Communication
Handouts





Use Common Sense
Use crosswalks or signals when possible
Face oncoming traffic
Work in small groups (3-5)

Do not bunch up

DO NOT WORK ON
The roadway, shoulders, tunnels, bridges

DO NOT WORK IN
Darkness, Fog, Rain, Ice

Stop before Dusk
If it looks suspicious, leave it alone



Use Common Sense (II)
Items to Avoid:

Powders, chemicals, things with an odor, 
packages, chemical drums/containers, 
weapons, syringes/needles, dead animals, 
broken glass

Contact CUPA or Fire Dept. for Haz Mat is 
Encountered
Contact Sheriff for Drug Lab Waste 
Use Yellow Tape to Mark Off Contaminated 
Areas
Notify Public Works for Bulky Items



Use Common Sense (III)

Avoid Over-Exertion
No Drugs/Alcohol
Watch for Dangerous Plants/Animals
No Running, Horseplay, Interacting with 
Traffic



Important Site Characteristics
Heavy Traffic
Dense Vegetation
Narrow Roadside/Shoulder
Restricted Visibility
Poor Roadway Alignment
High Runoff Potential
Rugged Terrain/Steep Slopes
Excessive workload
Age Level and Experience 



Important Site Characteristics (II)

Weather
Lighting
Distractions



Questions ???

Ted Terrasas, REHS
Senior Environmental Health Specialist
1270 Natividad Road
Salinas, CA 93906
Tel: (831) 755-8977
Fax: (831) 755-4780
E-mail: TerrasasTJ@co.monterey.ca.us
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