
City of Lancaster 

As with many 

municipalities, the City 

of Lancaster (city) has 

been affected by the 

rising costs of illegal oil 

disposal and cleanup 

activities.  In order to 

take a proactive 

approach to this 

dilemma, the city 

conducted an 

extensive outreach and 

review of public 

perception with 

regards to oil disposal.  

The outreach revealed 

that many citizens 

were unaware that 

certified oil collection 

facilities even existed 

and those who did, 

complained of capacity 

limitations.  In 2011, 

the city was awarded 

$46,218 in oil 

payment funds.   

The city wanted to design and develop a unique 24 hour Used oil Recycling 

Collection Center that would provide a free and easy way for citizens to dispose 

of their used oil. 

The City of Lancaster Used Oil Recycling Center was completed in April of 

2012.  The center included a 160 foot paved “round-a-bout” for vehicle 

traffic, a used oil container and filter collection area, 100 gallon capacity for 

contaminated oil, and a 1000 gallon used oil recycling tank.  The center is 

open to the public 24 hours a day, seven days a week, and allows citizens to 

drive up and drop off their used oil and filters in a safe and convenient 

manner.   



 Citizens were unaware that they could recycle their used oil filters; many citizens were also unaware 

of who actually accepted used motor oil.   

 A television advertisement was dropped because it did not appear to be getting the city’s message 

out effectively to key demographics.   

 In additional to an easy pour system added to the top of the oil collection tank, the city also construct-

ed a smaller afterhours drop off location outside of the facility to accommodate citizens on weekends 

and    holidays.  Additionally, a separate self enclosed collection area was constructed for full or empty 

container drop off and disposal.   

 Television and radio advertising were the most effective and reached the most demographics. 

 

Grant Program: Used Oil Payment Program 

Grant Program Website:  

http://www.calrecycle.ca.gov/UsedOil/LGPayments/  

Grant Number: OPP2-11-0090 

Grant Type:  Used Oil 

Year Awarded: 2011  

Funding:  $46,218.00 

Grant Manager Contact: Baljot.Biring@CalRecycle.ca.gov 
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