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Public Meeting Notice and Fact Sheet

Cleanup of Aggregate Recycling Systems (La Montaña), Huntington Park

Meeting Date: November 4, 2004

California Integrated Waste Management Board (CIWMB) staff will discuss cleanup of the Aggregate Recycling Systems Site (also referred to as La Montaña) at a public meeting on November 4, 2004, from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.  The meeting will be held at the Westside Park Community Center located at the northeast corner of Gage Avenue and Regent Street in the City of Huntington Park.  Interested persons attending the public meeting will have an opportunity to meet the individuals responsible for the project, to offer comments and concerns, and to ask questions.

This public meeting is not intended to be a formal meeting of the CIWMB. It is possible that at the public meeting, a quorum of the CIWMB will be present. However, the CIWMB will not be taking action on any matters being discussed at the public meeting at the time of the meeting noticed herein.

Background
The Aggregate Recycling Systems Site, located at 6208 South Alameda Street in the City of Huntington Park, has large piles of processed and unprocessed concrete that have been a long-standing public nuisance and pollution problem for the local community. The piles contain debris from the 1994 Northridge earthquake. The former operator and the property owner have failed to cleanup the site as required by extensive enforcement and legal efforts.  Because of these failures and at the request of the City and Los Angeles County, the CIWMB considered and approved funding for cleanup of the site in June 2004. A court-appointed receiver for the property was established by legal petition of the City on July 13, 2004. Authority to authorize the project to proceed was established by Court Order on October 13, 2004.

A CIWMB contractor will load the 84,000 cubic yards of processed and unprocessed materials on trucks and haul to a permitted facility or construction site. Of that quantity, approximately 36,000 cubic yards has been crushed, and 48,000 cubic yards remains unprocessed. No additional crushing of the material will be conducted on-site; however, some concrete slabs are too big to load and will require breaking. Trash, refuse, and waste tires also present at the site will be removed and properly disposed or recycled.  

The CIWMB anticipates that most of the material will be hauled to one of several permitted facilities in Los Angeles County that beneficially use inert debris as engineered fill for reclamation of former open pit sand and rock quarries. These former quarries are being reclaimed for future beneficial uses such as parks, golf courses, and commercial development.

Material already processed at the site for construction uses will be hauled directly for reuse, if possible. If construction sites cannot be identified during the project time frame, the material would be hauled to the identified permitted recycling or engineered fill facilities.  

Duration of Cleanup Activities

Cleanup of the site should be completed in approximately 60 working days (12 weeks). Operations will be between 7:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., but no work will be allowed on weekends or holidays. Cleanup by the CIWMB is expected to start on or about November 15, 2004.

Protecting Public Health and the Environment During the Cleanup

The cleanup will remove waste and materials from the site as rapidly as possible in a manner that will minimize impacts to the surrounding community. Between 60 and 120 truckloads per day will leave the site during cleanup activities. Haul truck routes will be away from residential areas. California Air Resources Board (ARB) and South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) approved construction equipment and fuels will be used.
Truck idling times will be restricted in order to minimize diesel exhaust emissions. Noise will be controlled in accordance with City and California Division of Occupational Health and Safety requirements. An air monitoring and mitigation program will minimize dust and other pollutants leaving the site. Dust control will be accomplished with water trucks and watering systems in accordance with SCAQMD requirements.

A stormwater pollution prevention plan will be implemented during the cleanup to control runoff from the site. Although hazardous materials and wastes are not expected, contingency measures will be implemented to identify and properly remove any such materials should they be encountered.

Community Health and Safety Plan

A community health and safety plan has been prepared that details steps that the contractor will take to protect public health and the environment during the cleanup. The community health and safety plan includes names and phone numbers of persons to contact with any questions or concerns that you may have.

Getting More Information

The community health and safety plan and other documents regarding the cleanup will be available for your viewing in two locations within the City of Huntington Park:

· Family Center (Monday–Friday, 8:00 am–6:00 pm), 3355 E. Gage Ave. (Handicap accessible).

· Communities for a Better Environment (Monday–Friday, 10:00 a.m.–6:00 p.m.)
(or call for an appointment (323) 826-9771), 5610 Pacific Blvd., Suite 203

Please direct any questions you may have regarding the cleanup to the CIWMB Project Manager Jeff Cornette at (916) 341-6317. For media inquiries, please contact Chris Peck at (916) 341-6298.

Notice to Hearing-Impaired Individuals

TDD users can use the California Relay Service at 1-800-735-2929 to reach CIWMB contact persons.
















California Environmental Protection Agency

Printed on Recycled Paper

The energy challenge facing California is real. Every Californian needs to take immediate action to reduce energy consumption. For a list of simple ways you can reduce demand and cut your energy costs, see our Web site at http://www.ciwmb.ca.gov/ 
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